
Good and bad statistical graphics
Good statistical graphics are:
- Vehicles for comparison.
- Multivariate.
- Truthful about magnitude.
- Usually not for small data sets.
- Not pie charts.



Truncating the y axis



Truncating the y axis



Percentages that don’t add to 100



Percentages that don’t add to 100





8.6 > 9.0?



91 > 91?



Distorting relative sizes



Low information density



Plots should never look ridiculous.



Weird perspective



Axis absurdities; wrong choice of display
No adjustment for population



Et tu, Economist?



What’s the lurking variable?




