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Sunny side of pyramid

~ Shady side of pyramid

Good and bad statistical graphics
Good statistical graphics are:

- Vehicles for comparison.

- Multivariate.

- Truthful about magnitude.

- Usually not for small data sets.

- Not pie charts.



FEDERAL WELFARE RECEIVED IN U.S
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Truncating the y axis
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RASMUSSEN
REPORTS POLL

Did scientists falsify research to support their own
theories on Global Warming?

59% SOMEWHAT LIKELY

35% VERY LIKELY
26% NOT VERY LIKELY

LIMATE CHANGE RES CH "7FOKNEWSY GOP SNHLTOR 65 COB 3

Percentages that don’t add to 100
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2012 PRESIDENTIAL RUN

GOP CANDIDATES
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Percentages that don’t add to 100



Rick Astley would never:

[ give you up

I ‘et you down

(3] run around and
desertyou

Il make you cry

[ say goodbye

[ tell a lie and hurt
you




8.6 > 9.07?

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

UNDER PRESIDENT OBAMA
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Why Does a Salad Cost More Than a Big Mac?

Federal Subsidies for Food Production, 1995-2005*  Federal Nutrition Recommendations

Vegetables, Fruits: 0.37% Sugar, Oil, Salt
A Nuts and Legumes: 1.91% —— (use sparingly)
Sugar, Oil, Starch,
Alcohol: 10.69% —— Protein: includes

meat, dairy, nuts,
and legumes

(6 servings)

~— Grains: 13.23%

Distorting relative sizes



Lahor Productivity:US.vs Japan
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Percentage of high-school seniors
who have ever tried pot.

()@

Alcohol use by high-school
seniors over time.

Plots should never look ridiculous.

40%

30% | ~Y=T= 11

200 HHHHHHHHHHT

el Bed Bl B 1 1 1 D1 D1 DD D

e S N NN NG N N NN NG

I | I I
'80 '90 '00 10

Smoking habits of high-school
seniors over time.
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4 who have had sex.



Weird perspective
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Mortality Rate (per 1,000 patients)
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Axis absurdities; wrong choice of display
No adjustment for population



I Blotto Britain . »
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Et tu, Economist?



The Young and the Jobless

Teen unemployment rates and minimum wage,
2007-2010
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What’s the lurking variable?



Patents Filed in US
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